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4., Preparation (High School, College, Special Courses, etc.)

Dates School Courses Degrees
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6. College Work

Underscore once any work you are prepared for and $wice that for which you
have special preparation or preference. (Roman numerals refer to years.)

ADMINISTRATION (a) Library (b) Registrar (c) Secretary (4) Treasurer;
ART (a) Drawing (b) History of Art; ASTRONOMY; BIOLOGY (1) (11) (111); CHEMISTRY
(1) (11) (111); EDUCATION (a) History (b) Principles and Problems (c) Secondary:
ENGLISH (a) Language--Rhetoric and Composition (b) Literature (o) Oral English;
HISTORY (a) English (b) Mediaeval (c) Modern; HYGIENE; LANGUAGES (a) Latin (b)
French (c) German; MATHEMATICS (a) College Algebra (b) Trigonome (c) Analyti-
cal Geometry; MUSIC (a) Piano (u)”’bfiii%“”‘(&i‘“ﬁi‘c? () Theory; :gwsornn
PHYSICAL EDUCATION; PHYSICS} PHYSIOLOGY; PSYCHOLOGY; RELIGION (a) Comparative
Religion (b; Christianity--Preparation, Growth, Teachings (¢) Psychology of
Religion (d4) Religious Education; SOCIODOGY.
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T+, Health Record
Make statement as tf/;zféral health, giving ‘é%iiao any serious illnessos.
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Churoh connection, religious experience® and purpose
(a) When and where did you unite with the Church, and of what church are
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(b) How do you keep vital your personal religious 1life and in what form
of religions activity have you given expression to it!
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(¢) @Ginling College exists for the furtherance of the cause of Christ in
China and for the promotion of higher education under Christian influence.
Enthusiasm for these aims of the oollege, and desire for every student to ao-
cept Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior and to enlist in His service, are essential
In accepting an appointment would you pledge loyal support and
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active co-operation in promoting these aims?
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Refeancos.
Give names, with addresses, of two persons who have known you (1) as a

student, (2) as a teacher, (3) in church or other religious work, (4) as a
personal friend. At least three of these should be women.
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Return to
Mrs. Lawrence Thurston, Room 923, 156 Fifth Avenue, New York.
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Name -%-Q;.&M‘.-----------

Life Sketch

Write at sufficient length to make the document an introduction to you,

covering the following points: parentage and ancestry; early home life; school life -
special interests in study and in extra curriculum lines; language ability; musical

ability; favorate recreation; church life - what you get and what you give in it;
motives for life service; attitude toward hardship and danger as possible incidents

in the day's work; fundamental religious convictions.
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SUNEKARY.

Name; Misa Ada A. Grabill.
Born:  December 22, 1875,

Present addresss 709 College Street, Belois, Wis. (After Juns 21 (new)
6028 Nyandotte Street, Xansas City, No.

Preparation: Drury Academy 1889 - 1893, General courses for graduation.
1093-1897 - ry College. Seientific with lIatin,
A gfata - Ina, Extra throughout. B.8.
After ‘doing mmeh work
elsewhere, A J ., honorary.

1899, 1900 --1901 )
Drury Conservatory /€T7-/94/ Piame amd harmony.
1904~1906 ~ Paelten Pianoforte School, Boston + all round piano
and harmony.
_1913-1914 - Private lessons with Rmdolph King, Kansas City.
(1918 - Lamguage School, Peking.).x... ¢

Experience: 1898-1899 « Drury Academy. History and Erglish,
1899-1900 - Drury College. Bielogical Science.
1907-1912 ~ Private teacher, Springfield, ¥Mo. Piano.

"It has been hard to make all these dates ascurate. They are approximately so.

Health Regord: Good for the most part though not particularly robust. One
very serious illness. 1907-8 typhoid fever with complications
from which I recovered fully eventually. No operations., A
slight nervous breakdown ence or twhce. Health in Chinas good
enough for hard work. Dr. Riggs of Stockbridge, Mass. has
Just pronounced me quite sound,

Church eomnection; Calvary Fresbyterian Church, Springfield, Mo. about 1889.
Later First Congregational Church, Springfield, ¥o.

“Have been active in Y.W.C.A. circles, as student, and ever since.
Recently in charge of the Religieus Education in Y.W.0.A. Normal School in

Shanghai" -

Bersonal letter;

"My mother was of Scoteh amcestry, and my father of Geman-Swiss. My
ancestors on both sides came to America about the time of the Revolutiom. iy
earky life was spent at my home, Springfield, Mo., just off Drugy College Csmpus.
Ny fimily was always intimately associated vith Drury, which was my only school
until I graduated. Rven in those days ;y ¢ravelled a good deal though and was
familiar with ether plans and peeple.

Ny special interest as & student was in langugges, of vhich I studied
several. I was almays very fond of mmsio, dbut having a brother whe was
exseedingly latented, I allewed the teohnical develepment of my ability te be
neglected and left the playing largely to him. Language and music are both

easy for me as things ge.
My favorite recreations have been reading and walking (aside from musio)
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if alene, but I have always liked to bde with people.

In church life I have always been aotive, but have tried to link
church interests with those of the commnity and its needs, largely through
the Y.V.C.A., !

Ky sole motisce to serve in China is to show Christ, snd to free the
lives of Chinese girls from the mental and spiritual bondage that holds them -
even more than it holds us.

I am not afraid of anything that may come in the Wy od danger. But
China is a friemdly place and one finds rewards for any efforts.

Ry fundamental religious sanvictions have deen meulded by President King,
Dr. Fosdick, undew Doth pfwhemé I have had courses, and thinkers of their stamp.
Most of zll,perhaps my sifting into simplieity, ten thousand miles from
Christianity,Ahose elements - few 2nd big = that Christ himself brought, smd that
are for all countries and all time,

Testimonialgs

Up to date (June 18, 1921) But three testimenials have deen received.
They are as follows:

“ An unassaming personality whose charm grows more. Splendid woman
with consecrated common sense. Her ability to work with Chinese girls is
proven.o With a eertain amount of freedom from excessive Pressure in work
she is an original, depsndable and effective worker.”

" Her character and devotion are above mestion. Her personality wears
wall and is increasingly attractive thewgh not captivating at first. I think
cZ her very nighly both persomally and professionally.”

" 1 have written testimonials for many years, but 1 can recall searcely
& half dozen of whom I could spesk in such high terms. I ama Pit eritical
of qualifications suitable for good teachers and missionaries, and given to
telling the truth. In this case I hesitate to do so for I Xmow that in doing it
I must seem extravagant and so wntrustworthy. The only thing that seems
adequate to a summary uf Ada Gradill's qualifioptions is the statement that she
is "almost too good to be true®. 1've recently spemt 5 week with her smd am
greatly impressed with her knowledge and spirit about things Chinese."
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How long bhave you known the candidate? ..ﬁ:&ggﬁf?#;.:$.?jfﬁﬁ%;:«................

A AR AR R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R RN R R R R RN R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R EE RN E LA AR R B B B N  EEE SRR R R R 2R

In what relations have you knowa her? . Q'FW M...Cr?.‘.’ww
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Among women you know how would you rank her on the characteristics listed below?
Indicate rank by letters where you can give your own personsl estimate; A,
superior; B, average; C, below average. lMake any comment you desire in addition.
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State your opinion of her perlonnlity, her Christian charaoter ano uevotion.
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Miss Ada A. Grabill
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How lomg have you known the camdidate? ...%WM\Q\,\*A
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State your opiniom of her personality, her Christisn character snd devotion.
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Miss Ada A, Grabill
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11d you rank her on the characteristics listed below?

you can gzive your own personal estimate: A,

liake any comment you desire in addition.
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Among women you XmOW W would you rank her on the characteristics listed below?
Indicate rank by Aetters where you oan give your own personsl estimates; A,
superior; B, averagel Oy Velow average. laske any comment you desire in addition.
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State your opinien of her personality, her Christian charscter and devotion.
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1s to advanced piano.
With two suech fine and fingly brained musicians as
Yu=d jen and Lily going bacl

necessary to the study of singing

as it

g back to China to teach,I think it
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Berea ,Kentucky,




APR 6 "==7 93 O™

Did I give you Yu-djen's address as 180 Claremont Avenue?
I ghould have done so,but 1t seemg to me I wrote another one.

i
How I wish I could be at the luncheon at lLrs.Thurston s
tomorrow,whic e thought she might be able to have with
Mary,you,and Miss Thayer as guestsl

At any rat m counting on seeing you soon,and thihk of
you now as having a nice visit with the others.

Love to Mary, and as always to you.

%

Affectionately,

o).




Berea ,Kentueky,

Dear Rebecca:

The enclosed letter from Yu-djen came
yesterday,and I should have sent it to Montgomery if
I had known your address.However,since you probably will
reach home tomorrow and home 1s on the way to New York,
it will probably be Jjust as quick. ‘

My first impulse was simply to say"Isn t 1t
too bad!"and let the matter drop.But,in spite of the
fact that Yu-djen's reasons are real reasons with which
I sgmpathize,I am now wondering if her answer 1s
necessarily final.

Yo are dealing with China,even though we are
| not in China,and Yu-djen would be as "kuch'i" as anybodye.
I remember that when I wrote lisg Koo as strongly as I
could,and considered her answer,which also gave real reasons,
| final,Migs Hoh and Mrs.Chen came to me and said"l think
she will accept!™. So I went to Shanghal to see her,

[ dined her for two hours,--and she did accept! And she had
| studied in America too,though not for so longe.

I did write to Yu-djen,and will write agaln.
But 1f somebody in New York could see her,and not too
hurriedly,it might still bring results.

If you think it would not,there is stlll
Lily Ho.I have not heard from her lately,but I doubt 1f
she hag a position,since she has probably depended on
the comblnation of the tree teacherfwhich you and I know
hasn't any chance.And shH® expects to go back thhké summer,
and of course will go to Nankinge I should in the long run
quite as soon have her as Yu-djen,although thegaﬁher is
a more artistic person in her work.Lily has had exeellent
training and some experlence,and has the quallties that
make a good teacher,and a very dependable personality
besides. Aren't we lucky to have iWo people who could do
that worklHer present address is Lily Ho Quon, 328 West
Adams Street,Los Angeles.

I hope you liked the two people you went to see.
I almost whah Emily had decided to come.But I think probably
she had to make the decision then,after putting it off in
the hopes of hearing there was somebody here,becamse of
planning and announcing.the work there.0f course no one
can take her place at first,after her initlationjand that
Physical Education work is still on a shaky basis.

Things are humming here.Two weeks from now I
shall be in Beloit(709 College Street)and that address will
reach me always. By July I will go to Crystalia,Michlgan,
for the summer,I think. I shall hate to leave Berea,but I
am glad to stop for a while. I do wish we might have caught
a glimpse of you again.

LOVingly’LL/&

(Jd 47




709 College Street,Beloit,Wisconsin,
November 16,1930,

Dear Rebecca?
I suppose you came homel I am wondering where
you are and what you are doing;but I know you are busy,

wherever you ure. I did not understand whether or not you
were to be studying this year,and perhaps you did not saye.

I at Beloit,and am enjoying it very much,
though I can't s that I have entered a 1life of leisurel
Probably that og not exist anywhere,if one is interested
in many things and people,and I do not think I should like
it if Y4Ydid. But I am determined not to rush so that I cannot
be anything,and at least now I have some choicc as to what
I ghall do——CVO' f 1t does not lastl We did not come from
the Lake until September Sth; then my K.Co and her
dorable four year old grandson were with us a few days;
two or three other neOplo have visgited us:;Gene has been sick
a week;and I have had the task of adaptling myself to a new
home =nd a new kind of life,or at least one that I have not
lived foP a good many years. Of course Beloit is not really
new to me,and I have lots of friends here,of my own and
Gene's. We 2re on the edge of the college 1ife(in social
affairs),in the midst of a wvery kcu‘"e C,JFCH life,and I
am trying not to drop muslcal affairs too letely ,and
\ave promised to start a junior CJAOL in Ln (oollo e ) chureh,
with which I hope to have a good deal of fun,as well =28 to
undertake the missionary education part of the church school.

d a few in
ting of
the American Board of lissions,which was exceedingly good.
T met lots of China friends there,of course,and there were
leny stimulating addresses.

I have been a few days in Chicago an
ladison since I came,the latter at the annual mee

was in Chicago I took dinner with En-lan
nd Sung Ching-ying,and found them both very happy.We have
invited them here for the week end soon,and I do hope they
can spare the time to come. En-lan wants to come back for
the rest of the year after she goes 1o Clark for her work #%##
there,but cannot afford t0.But she ig philosophical,as always.
I am :EU""i}T-i ;'cﬂl Yu-d ‘0’1' s letters about Gii
lisappointed,of cou: ,2but I think we must gee
of view.She 1is *fel*; .‘IC.A in 07211_,431,, mderneath.
I person of last year may still be a \0""7 11itysthe only
one I know of.

[hank ¢ el bl rogram you sent me.l
enjoyed 1 ry much,and shared it with other interested
people.

-

Much love to you.This is Jjust a note.

Affectionately, -




e Street,Beloit,Wis.,

ecember 53,1930,

Dear Rebecca:
An urgent letter from Dr.Wu today makes me
once in answer to your letter,which I
saning anyway to answer very soon.

By all means sgsecure the Smith girl
cans.As far ag Dr.Dickinson's recommendation and
ovn correspondence with me goes,she seemed a ver;
] for that head of y department that will
to £il She didn't want to promis
than one y med to be no rea;
t doing it ] didn't kmow how
1 that is to hinke.Of course
ty,or some unfitness,migl turn up with further
investigation;but her work is all right,her e and
experience good,and her personallity very unusual,pe
An he was alrea ' f

suggested.
li'.CGS,

u Invest

over the
soonerg 1it




DEC3 1930

Next Morning:

Dear Rebecea:
I opened my.letter to tell you what I can
about other Ginling supplies.

Do you remember meetinb Miss Marion Cox,
head of the Physic 1 Edqucation girls' work in Berea? I
Introduced her because she was nice with the girls,and
the sort of person we would like at Ginling.She left in
June,I think to study this vear. Before she left I asked
her if she would be interested in congidering going ¥o
Ginling i1f the opportunity came,and she saild she wouldl
Her ddr sg this VG”P(WH’CL I took for the nurpose) is

Miss Marion Cox,
care of Dr.L.BeDrake,
Ogdensburg,New Jersey.
If you write her right away I think we would stand a
excellent chance 01 secu1jn' her,1f you find that she is
nhat the Committee would like.

Is Emily coming home,or is this to supplement her?
En-lan told me- that her engagement was broken; that t} _":1
had never been very happy,and I judge that it was part]
because he 1s a devorced man.I am 80 sorryl!Perhaps you

know more about ite.

As to L:w Librarian: When I first came home,you know
I vi.r;itod a g many c¢c Ohdt ges in behalf of Ginling,and
among them I was at lad: State University ) for several
d.: U‘fu.unzﬂ e there I took pains to meet the head of the
librarians work.I thinl they have a {',1‘:1111_*:_11;1 gchool,or are
very clogely in touch with oneeI do not even remoxonr her name,
but she was a very understanding person,and Madison is a
good place. She gave me several names of possible people to
consult;but that was the very week of the exodus from Nanking
(I received by telegram a copy of the cable of the ﬁ”ﬁotv of
the group while I was at the last meet ing there;it was a
terrible week to be speaking,but I never shall forgot Lﬂ&i
hour! )and things seemed so uncertain that I did not trace
them at all.I haven't them now,but they would be of no use
anywaye.But 1f you should write to the lladison Library

u might get help. Here's hoping!

Lovin

7
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709 College Street,Beloit,Wisconsin

December 27,1930.
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than could be raised,probably. She would be heart broken
to £0 home mitlout a degree,l suppose,for it has been a matter
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709 College Street,Beloit,"isconsin,
January 10,1931,

Dear Rebecca:
ank you so much for sending the blanks,etc.
to know what action the committee took
41 41 2 wn e
otner TINlNgsSe

I am sending another letter,about someone I
think mught be very good.We have to consider reed organ
work unore becausge it 1s very lmprotant.But the person who
has 1t ought to teach good organ method,which is wuite
aiff cront from tha *ov’ the M:‘110,~11€~ therefore ought to
be famlliar with the pe-organ.Lydla wag,you kmow,and I
wase.We have no one elgse in prospect who igyags far ag I knowe

s e A

I wrote this person,but have not fct had an
answer.l thought it better to chase seeming S ulliuyes
own a little before actually j‘WI‘O.’;OIltill , ther r'")x,u, -
know that the committee meeting was to be thi
enclosed letter :1‘='> llss Zinﬁ.eym takes
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January 14,1931.
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JAN14 3931

send them to you?

I do not think we ought to lose track,or fail to
get track,rather,of Miss Riggs.She is the one person I
have Lno;nof that seems to me eventually to be fitted for
: the department.Of course I mey be wrong about
her theory work 1s strong,she is of a good age,with
gly good personal quLlluic”*1u1 and her secondary
in plano)would seemingly fit her for advanced work
yuu1uJ.Ii,1;o 1 do no harm to line her up for pext year
L would do no harm to her experience to have her teach
xtra year before going,or to know beforehand that we
her. But 1f we do not hear from her soon,I think
juite all right to go ahead wit bnw othersgs,to fill
‘egent need.

iﬂ#*:'«ﬁﬂ*?ﬁﬁﬁ*yﬁﬁﬁtﬁwliﬁpﬁit’s&#ﬂmt&ﬁ Hb*hm#?,ﬁﬁhﬁt‘t@}?“if'*"f’f"'f*
L1 LO WMiss u*l"( er, I ;;‘w\)‘.. "\)l, hir 1£5 5 I)U.L suppose if Dr.W uO
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w09 COLLEGE STREET
BELOIT, WISCONSIN
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¢ March 26,1934
\)/Dear Rebecca:

I am going to "take my pen in hand"
and write you once more about the Ginling music
position to be filled this year.I do not know
lmow the standing of the matter at all,or whether
you have found a satlsfoactory person,or even
whether there are any candidates at all or not.

Are you considering Miss Lull at all?I do
not know that she can go,even if she passed the
requirements,but I asked her,and she said she
wag interested in it.

If you do not want her,do you still want my
help in hunting®The only thing I coutd do is
to write conservatories that have high standing
in music,and chase down people for you to correspond
with.The committee does not meet till April now,
I understand,but I do not know what part of the
monthj;and 1n any case i1t would be too late now
for me to have anyone to propose.I do hope you
have been more fortunate.

Such a busy winter this has beenlAlmost as
busy as 1f I were teaching,though not quite.l
have been well,and Gene has been fairly so,but
extreme illness on the part of other members of
the family has kept us very anxious.The long winter
will soon be over now,and I,among many other
people will e thankful.

I suppose you have had a great deal of correspond
ence to do.What else have you been doing? Do let

me hear from you. ,
Affectionately, ol .
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May 10,1934

Dear Rebeccat

I received a letter from Dr.Wu
last week that disturbed me very greatly;and
though I suppose nothing can be done about 1t
for the coming year,l1t wlll mean that we have to
keep on Jooking for the right person for the

music department,for year after next.

Dr Wu told me who the person engaged in China
is,with all the things she has done.l feel obliged to
write you this,although they will find out whatever
needs to be known,at that end,so 4A) cannot matter
therg,and I shall say nothing to Dr.Wu about 1it.

I have known the person in question rather
fully,that 1s,seen and watched her career,though
she probably does not know me.I was at Oberlin
the year she graduated(1922)heard her graduating
vocal recital--bled inwardly,as did other people,
when she was assigned to Kobe.At that time Obekrlin
vocal training was at an extremely low ebb,though
theppy was as good as ever(as it is now),and her
training was nothing at all,in that particular line.
Neither voige nor personality is equ-al to a
posdition of such opportunity,although as far as
I know she 1is a nice girl.She did not make good
at Kobe,and one of thgmembers of the Amerlcan
Board committee told me privately they were golng
to have to withdraw her at the end of her short term.
They did this,but gave her another chance,in Japan
in a more general position.She kept this only one
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year,and then,since it is difficult to withdraw
people,as you knowgto their own detriment,they
tried her for a year in Wen Shan,at Foochow.
At the end of the year she and the American Board
parted companykand she seems to have been for
a part of this year at St.Mary's,from which
Ginling secured her.

That is her rather sad story,which was easlly
predictable in 1922,1I am so sorry,both for her
and for all the work she has been unable to
be equal to! As I say,it means that we shall
keep on looking,and so I felt obliged to tell you.

My love to you,as always.We expect to spend the
summer in Michigan again,so that I shall probably
miss Bva again if she comes this way.But please

keep me posted.

Affectionately,

—

Clt
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(From Beloit Daily News, July 24th, 1936)

Miss Ada Alice Grabill, well known for her interest and
participation in church and missionary affairs both at home
and abroad, died here Thursday, July 23, at 2:30 p. m. at the
home of her late sister, Mrs. Robert C. Chapin, after a short
illness. She was 60 years old. The shock caused by the
sudden death of Mrs. Chapin on July 4 and the intense heat
are believed to have been the immediate cause of Miss Grabill’s
death.

Funeral services will be held at her late residence at 709
College Street on Saturday, July 25, at 3:00 p. m. Interment
will be at Springfield, Mo.

Miss Grabill was born in Newtonia, Mo. Her family moved
to Springfield, Mo., when she was a child and there she at-
tended Drury Academy and Drury College, from which she
was graduated in the class of 1897. For several years she
devoted herself to the study and teaching of music and she
was a student at the Boston Conservatory of Music. After a
tour of Europe, she went to China, joining the staff of the
Young Women’s Christian Association at Shanghai, where she
was engaged for several years. She came back to America
for a short visit but returned again to the Orient as a teacher in
Ginling College in Nanking. After about 12 years work among
the Chinese people, a service to which she was especially de-
voted, she returned to this country and became one of the
faculty of Berea College in Kentucky.

In recent years, Miss Grabill made her home in Beloit
with her sister, and was actively engaged in church and social
work here. She was a member of the First Congregational
Church and was director of world fellowship in the church
school. as well as a member of the Fellowship Guild, Faculty
Women’s Club, American Association of University Women,
and Treble Clef, a musical organization to which she made a
rich contribution. Although her residence here had not been
long, she made a real place for herself in community life.




July 12, 1937

Miss Rebecca W, G;iest
160 Fifth Aypenue
New York City

My dear Miss Griest:

I am enclosing the excerpt from the minutes on Miss
Aga Grabill. I have writtem Miss Hodge that you are sending
it and T am sending the ones to Mrs. New and Bishop Paddock.

Very sinocerely,

(Signed) Florence G. Tyler
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MEMORIAL TO MISS ADA A, GRABILL

At the meeting of the Ginling College Board ef Founders on
May 12, 1937 the following memorial to Miss Ada A Grabill, whe
has passed away during the year, was presented by‘Mrs. Thurston
and it was VOTED that this memoerial be incorporated in the
minutes:

"Miss Ada A Grabill

"Miss Grabill came to the Music Department of Ginling College
in 1922 bringing splendid training for her work and the
experience of five years in China under the Y.W.C.A. whieh
made her, from the start, a valuable member of the staff.

A generation of Ginling students received from her the gift
of musical appreoiation and careful training in musical ex-
pression. Her standards were high both in her professional
and personal life and she left a deep impression on other
lives. Her loyalty to Ginling in recent years was added te
her years of service, and her death brings a sense of personal
loss to man of the Ginling family."

: After the presentation of this memorial Miss Hodge le#l a brief
prayer service of thanksgiving for the life and servise of this
close friend of Ginling College.




MEMORIAL TO MISS ADA A. GRABILL

At the meeting of the Ginling College Board ef Founders on
May 12, 1937 the following memorial to Miss Ada A Grabill, whe
has passed away during the year, was presented by ‘Mrse. Thurston
and it was VOTED that this memorial be incorporated in the
minutes:

"iiss Ada A Grabill

"yiss Grabill came to the Music Department of Ginling College
in 1922 bringing splendid training for her work and the
experience of five years in China under the Y.W.C.A. whieh
made her, from the start, a valuable member of the staff.

A generation of Ginling students received from her the gift
of musical appreciation and oareful training in musieal ex-
pression. Her standards were high both in her professional
and personal life and she left a deep impression on other
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her years of service, and her death brings a sense of personal
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prayer serviee of thanksgiving for the life and service of this
close friend of Ginling College.




